HARROGATE, WINTER 2013 | AVOID

HAVE YOU
THE A57 AND SEEN WHETHERBY
TAKE THE M62 & A1, SERVICES HAS A
IT'S MUCH BETTER 25 HOUR M&S
IF TRAFFIC'S ?
BAD FOOD SHOP?
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| BOUGHT
PHONE CHARGER
FROM TEBAY
SERVICES.

DO A PIE THERE

GROWLER'

YEAH, IT'S
NOT AS GOOD AS THE
TEBAY SERVICES FARM
SHOP THOUGH.

e

e
CL

Y THE BATTERY
N ON MY PHONE'S
CALLED A 'BEEF \&‘l RUBBISH, | NEED

DECENT

RECEPTION.

ME A BLOODY IR
FORTUNE!
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YOU CANT

I BEAT PEN AND

DID YOU HEAR

MIKE DIED? REALLY SAD.

NEVER GET Y—7
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SMART PHONE

€] ANOTRIED TO SYNC
MY CALENDAR

...IT CRASHED
AND DELETED

TERRIBLE THAT |

LIGHT'S
FLASHING,

..YOU
ONLY LIVE ONCE
AND ALL THAT.

SUPPOSED TO
BE DOING MY GIG
NEXT MONTH.
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“I'VE BEEN DOING THIS NOW FOR
15 YEARS, LONGER THAN ANY
OTHER JOB | CAN REMEMBER.

PEOPLE STILL ASK,"DO YOU GET
NERVOUS?”

SOMETIMES | DO, BUT IN TRUTH
NOT OFTEN. EXCITED YES, BUT
NOT NERVOUS, NOT REALLY.
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WALKING OUT ON STAGE HAS 4 m « l‘i’aﬁ "Wxﬁfe‘
BECOME SECOND NATURE, A g & “ A
SKILL AND A DRUG. ’Q{@” - A
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TIME IS ELASTIC AND IT'S OVER

ALL TOO SOON. GOODNIGHT. /
JOB DONE. "

TONIGHT'S GOING TO BE GOOD.

WHEN DID THIS BECOME NORMAL?




SUNDERLAND, SUMMER 1999.

OUTSIOE YATES
WINE LODGE.

“I'D LEFT UNIVERSITY, | GOT AN OFFICE JOB. IT WA
SHIT. | WAS BORED, YOUNG AND VERY SINGLE.”
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KNOW
ANY GOOD
JOKES?

LADIES AND
GENTS, IF YOU WANT COME UP HERE
TO ENTER TONIGHT'S AND PUT YOUR NAME
COMEDY COMPETITION ON THE LIST.
THERE'S STILL e =
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HAWAY,
LET'S HAVE

HMyougath«mtitW
be the next top St

comedy
l TONIGHT

GARY DID A JOKE ABOUT MACRO-BIOTIC YOGHURT, WHICH THE
AUDIENCE MISHEARD AS SOMETHING REALLY OFFENSIVE. | DID A
REALLY OLD GAG I'D HEARD ABOUT GREEN TARMAC AND SOMEONE
SHOUTED OUT THE PUNCHLINE BEFORE | GOT TO IT.




| HAVE A JOB. | GO TO WORK,
THEN | COME HOME AND PLAY
COMPUTER GAMES AND
GO DRINKING.
YOU DRAW YOUR
COMICS, AND YOU'VE GOT
THE INTERNET AT
YOUR FLAT.

| KNOW, BUT...
YOU DONT
HAVE KIDS OR DEBT
OR LEPROSY.

COULD BE
MUCH WORSE.
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IT'S ALL BOLLOCKS. | JUST
WANT...SOMETHING.

NO..I MEAN
YEAH OF COURSE
MONEY...| DUNNO.

Q
| WANT MORE...

SOMETHING.

SOMETHING
LIKE TONIGHT.

I'M NOT

DOING THAT

OH, | DUNNO.
| REALLY ENJOYED

NO ONE WAS
LISTENIING
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THERE'S GOT
TO BE MORE TO LIFE
THAN THIS.

YOU GOT GREAT
EXPECTATIONS FOR A SHORT BLOKE.
WHAT ABOUT THAT COMEDY CLUB IN

NEWCASTLE? WHY NOT GO




“TURNED OUT THE HYENA COMEDY CAFE RAN WORKSHOPS.
EVERY MONTH ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON. A PRO COMIC WOULD
TEACH STUFF LIKE MICROPHONE TECHNIQUE, TIPS FOR
WRITING MATERIAL AND LOADS OF OTHER COOL STUFE"

" EVEN GOT A COMPLIMENT,
... THINK.

SOME COMEDY NIGHTS USED TO
HAVE JOKE COMPETITIONS IN THE BREAK.

"WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THING X AND THING Y”
THEN YOU HAVE TO COME UP WITH THE PUNCHLINE.

SHOUT OuT
TWO SUGGESTIONS.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE ROLLING

STONES AND
A TOASTER?

..THE ROLLING
STONES DONT HAVE A
SONG CALLED
'SYMPATHY FOR
THE BREVILLE?

"YOU DON'T REALISE
THE FRIEND'S YOU MAKE
AT THE TIME IT HAPPENS.”

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE ROLLING
STONES AND
A TOASTER?

..YOU CANT
KILL SOMEONE BY
THROWING
RONNY WOODS IN
THE BATH.

"MOST OF THE GUYS | MET THEN | STILL
KNOW TODAY. FRIEND'S, COLLEAGUES,
AQUANTENCES, WHATEVER. I'VE KNOWN
THEM LONGER THAN ANY OF THE
REAL JOBS I'VE EVER HAD."




BEST THING WAS THE HYENA CAFE ALSO
RAN A NIGHT FOR NEW ACTS, IT WAS
CALLED 'ABSOLUTE BEGRINNERS!

DEEP
BREATHS.

LADIES
AND GENTS
IT'S TIME FOR
SECOND NEW

ACT OF THE
NIGHT!

HE'S FROM
OVER THE RIVER, BUT WE
WONT HOLD THAT

AGAINST HIM!

WELCOME
TO THE STAGE,
JOHN COOPER.

"WHEN DID | KNOW | WANTED TO BE
A COMEDIAN? NOT MY FIRST GIG
THAT'S FOR SURE".

Whatever Happened,
to tne Likely Lads ¢

DONT
FORGET STUFF

GAGS FIRST.

MONOPOLY JOKE,
CATS, DANGEROUS
FREAK. END GAG.

"I GOT GARY TO SHAVE A LIGHTNING BOLT
ZIG-ZAG SHAPE INTO MY HAIR. | WANTED TO BE
COOL. IT LOOKED REALLY STUPID

THIS THING RIGHT HERE.
THISIS...
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"IVE BEEN DOING STAND UP FOR NEARLY 15
YEARS NOW, AND STILL LOVE IT. SO MANY
GIGS...I'VE RECORDED MANY, AND WATCHED THEM
BACK FOR BETTER OR WORSE. OFTEN TO LEARN
FROM MISTAKES AND IMPROVE. STAND UP IS A
LIVE BEAST. ITS IN THE ROOM...ON THE NIGHT. ITS
ELECTRIC, ITS WONDERFUL AND ITS TRANSIENT"
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"MAYBE MY STORY IS WORTH TELLING. FOLKS I'VE MET, THINGS
I'VE DONE ON THE FRINGES OF FAME AND SHOWBIZ. IN FACT
I'VE STARTED DRAWING AGAIN, SO DON'T TELL IT, SHOW IT.
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